Guidelines for Scholarly Practice Project (SPP) Proposal
NU740
1. Use the Sample Paper in APA Format PDF to structure your Scholarly Practice Project Proposal
2. Refer to the Guidelines for Scholarly DNP Project I-IV document and The Doctor of Nursing Practice Scholarly Project: A Framework for Success (Components of the Proposal) for guidance in preparing the narrative for the following headings
3. Include the following:
a. Title Page
i. Develop a title that briefly articulates the project
4. Level One Headings:
a. Statement of the Problem
i. Define the problem concisely as a phenomenon in need of inquiry that is examined in order to develop a potential solution (who, what where, when, why)
ii. Justify the need for embarking on this project
iii. List and describe five points as to why this topic is important to nursing
b. Background
i. Describe the rationale for doing the project
1. Cite 3-5 scholarly references
c. Significance
i. Address the importance of the identified problem, if applicable, to:
1. Nursing practice
2. Nursing research
3. Nursing education
4. Nursing leadership/administration
d. Project Objectives
i. Develop a two to three sentence statement of the purpose for doing this project
e. Research/Clinical Question
i. Describes the phenomenon of interest
ii. State the research question in PICO format
1. Population
2. Intervention
3. Comparison
4. Outcomes
f. Conceptual Evidence-Based Practice Model
i. The conceptual framework is similar to a map and connects the important aspects of the project
ii. Describe the model that will guide your project and the rationale for choosing this EBP Model
1. Refer to Table 7-1 page 157
2. Consider the following:
a. Quality Improvement projects: Standards for Quality Improvement Reporting Excellence (SQUIRE) guidelines
b. Effectiveness Studies with randomized controlled trial design: Consolidated Standards of Reporting Trials (CONSORT)
c. Observational or Qualitative Techniques: Strengthening the Reporting of Observational studies in Epidemiology (STROBE) guidelines
g. Theoretical Framework with Philosophical Assumptions
i. The theoretical framework guides and informs the project, and helps to explain or predict relationships among variables
ii. Describe the theoretical support for your SPP
iii. Include a graphic of the theoretical model, if available
iv. List any philosophical assumptions from the theoretical framework that relate to the identified clinical/research topic.
v. Cite at least one study from the literature that demonstrates how the theoretical framework has been previously used in research
h. The Literature Review
i. Present a synthesized overview of data that supports the need for the SPP, identifies a gap in knowledge, and how the project is needed to address the findings
i. Mentor of Scholarly Practice Project
i. Provide name and contact information of your proposed community mentor/content expert member of the Project Team
j. Proposed Setting for Scholarly Practice Project 
i. Provide the name and address of the proposed study site(s)
k. Defining the Timeline for the DNP Project
i. Identify milestones that can be met in the timeframe outlined that maintains a level of rigor and scholarly outcomes
ii. Propose the date (Month/Year) for completion of the SPP and then work backward for meeting the identified milestones
l. SPP Proposal Defense
i. Attach Proposal Defense PowerPoint as an Appendix 
m. References
i. Provide at least five peer-reviewed scholarly references dated within the past five years that support the variables of your SPP


