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PJ is a three-year-old boy who pulled a pot of boiling water over his head, arms, and chest, resulting in a mixed burn to the anterior surface of his head and arms, chest, and feet. He presents with his mother in the emergency department. His mother is quite upset and says nothing like this has happened before. PJ is visibly upset and appears in pain, but is responsive and behaving appropriately for the situation.
1. What factors determine the classification of burns. What type(s) of burn is most likely for this victim?
2. Describe the process taking place in the burned area during the first hours after the injury.
3. How will the physicians in the emergency room determine the percentage of the body that may be burned? What special considerations may be involved when evaluating a child.
4. Discuss the additional effects associated with burns and the treatments involved, which include shock, pain, electrolyte and fluid imbalances, respiratory complications, infection, metabolic problems, and anemia.
5. PJs mother asks you how she can help him get better. Identify and explain three interventions she can implement to promote healing.
6. As he was healing, P.J. developed a bacterial infection on his right arm. Explain three predisposing factors to this infection.
7. How will this burn injury affect P.J.'s growth and development? What are some of the social needs in this case?
